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. The Perfect Cruise

So you have lots of work and hard
earned money invested in your
beautiful sailboat and you want to take
it out on a cruise that will be
memorable. You would probably order
up perfect weather, great friends to
spend it with, plenty of good food and
drink and some very beautiful and
carefree places to go.

We had all this and more on our six day
cruise over the Fourth of July.

Weather- we ordered up warm
sunshine and great sailing breezes that
died in the evening, and guess what —
we got it!

Friends - we had our best cruising
buddies and family along. One of the
tricks here is to have the smallest boat.
It is so much easier to just pull up and
raft to a boat than to have to worry
about anchoring. In-depth and highly
intellectual conversations also come
with good friends. We broached
subjects such as, what on earth are
those motor boaters doing? why is the
wind blowing in that direction? is that
a star or planet? what kind of jelly fish
is that and why are the tentacals trailing
that direction? why are those fish

swimming in circles. Friends can also
be a great help at fixing your boat —
such as repairing my upper forestay pin
that was about to come out.

Food and drink- don’t scrimp here.
Great food and drink combined with
friends and great weather can be a most
incredible experience. One of our best
meals was my wife’s Shisk —a — bobs
on the BBQ and Dave’s Margaritas
made from fresh sgeezed Mexican
limes. Oh my God!

Places- all the places we went were
great anchorages and they ranged from
having much activity to sit and watch
and wonder about ( Liberty Bay and
Gig Harbor) to extremely peaceful and
quiet ( Quartermaster harbor and
Filucy Bay). A highlite was the
fireworks in Quartermaster Harbor.
Very few boats, nothing but glassy
water between us and the show, a long
spectacular fireworks display, the
booms echoing off the sorounding hills,
etc. — just awesome.

So that is how you do it. No - they
don’t always work out that way, but
once in a while the stars align
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After spending Memorial Day in Texas
(that’s right another Texan) shooting
skeet and lots of it with my dad (we’'ll
be shooting in a couple of competitions
next year) I'm back.

As a club we have had several busy
months and three events with good turr
outs June Six-Pack, Summer Sailstace
and our Independence Day cruise. |
was in and out on vacation and travel
for the six pack but was committee for
two races. | was also working on a
short fused project that kept me from
attending the Independence Day cruise
but heard great reports from the
attendees.

Summer Sailstace was a blast it may
even be called the Texas connection. |
arrived at the Bremerton Marina early
on 23 June. When | arrived | met
Johnie and Beverly Bramble, two
members who live in California and
cruise the Pacific Northwest during the
summer. Johnie and Beverly saw the
slips that were reserved for WSCYC
when they arrived on 22 June and usel
one of our slips, claiming they were
waiting for the fleet to pull in. I hung
out with Johnie, Beverly and their
daughter and other passenger for abc
an hour and even got a tour of their
great Catalina 34 “Valhalla”. The flee
pulled in about 11:00 AM about 30
minutes after Valhalla pulled out.

The “Race” began about 15 mins late
(but it was a very informal Race) so
that we could get more participants. W
had a leisurely “Race” from the
Bremerton Marina to Suldan’s out to
Waterman and back to the Bremerton
Marina. The original plan called for
one inexperienced crew member for
every two experienced crew members
(it didn’t turn out that way (most of our
guest crew did not make it). The fee
for the race was $5.00 for each body

on- board (the money was donated to
Hospice of Kitsap County). Our total
donation to Hospice was $100.

After the race we pulled in to the
Bremerton Marina we had Chili Dogs,
ColeSlaw etc and washed it down with
Mojito’s and Lynchburg Lemonade.

Remember the Texas connection..
While onboard Encore Ole commented
that Pete, Paul and | are all Texans..
Well so were the Brambles
(Originally).

| would like to try and have a similar
event next year, with a goal of donating
$200 .

As a request... when you attend an
event or Race please take some picture
and sent them to me.. Or if you wish
drop of a CD with the Pictures in the
VC box at Rob Heay’s Port Orchard
Yacht Sales.

The photos may end up in a news letter
on our web site or on the cover of the
2008 Dock Lines
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Kitsap Sailing and Rowing Foundation

Kitsap Sailing and Rowing Foundation is
the group that organizes donations to
support the youth sailing program in
Silverdale on Vanguard 15s. They have
just chosen the date for their 2" annual
fundraising and awareness generating
event - Saturday, September 8", They
called it a Regatta last year, but it’s really
just an attempt to take as many people
sailing as we can on Dyes Inlet for fun.

They would love to have folks bring their
boats to Silverdale that day and offer to
take people sailing. Or, just come down
and help out on other people’s boats or
come down and have a sail on a V15. Of
course, they are also seeking donations.

More information will be published as it
become available. Please mark this
event on your calendar.
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What kind of club are we? An article on page 18 in the July- August issue of Nor'westing magazine
was pointed out to me by Rob Heay and the article hit home for me. The article by Chuck Gould was
titled “The Best Thing About Boats....” And Chuck is right they bring us together.

I'll speak from personal experience for a moment. | purchased my boat in November 2003 and pulled
into Suldan’s in Port Orchard shortly after that. With no sailing experience (and lessons scheduled), |
did not go out unless | had someone with me. In March of 2004 Alex pulled into Suldan’s and we
talked boat stuff for about an hour and then | gave him a ride to the Port Orchard ferry so he could get
back to Bremerton. From that day until he got out of the Navy in 2006 we were nearly inseparable
logging close to 600 miles in less than two years. When we would see each other at the marina there
was only one question day or night... my boat or yours. Alex joined our club first, and invited me to
the clubs memorial day cruise in 2004, | joined the club shortly after that.

Since joining the club | don’t think I've met a Thurston Howell 11, but I have met my share of other cast
members. I've had members perform vessel safety checks , give me tips on sail shape as well as
racing (Skippers), I've seen other members get help with wiring issues, outboard engine issues
(Professors). I've assisted members with bottom paint, aiding racers as rail meat in races (Sounds
like Gilligan here). I've been to Potlucks that would have made Mary Ann jealous as well as Christmas
Parties, and Social gatherings that Lovie Howell would have approved of.

So what kind of club are we? We are a club that consists of like minded friends (who can disagree at
times) who like to cruise around the sound with friends and enjoy each others company. We are a
group of racers who don’t hesitate to help others (not just members) with rules, technique and course
info. We are a group of people who want to enjoy the Pacific Northwest by taking advantage of our
reciprocal moorage agreements. We are friends who are brought together by our boats.



