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Howdy – that is Texan for Aloha - yes I 
went from Hawaii to Texas (culture 
shock).  More on Texas later. 
 
Our February meeting was very 
productive, i.e., we managed to approve 
the spending of lots of your money.  
We will get a recorder for the meetings 
to make the secretary’s meeting 
minutes writing much easier.  We will 
buy a past commodores flag for Ole.  
And speaking of flags, we will buy a 
set of code flags so that our race 
committees meet the new race starting 
sequence.  Then we went to the Ale 
House to celebrate.  For that we used 
Greg’s money, not the club’s. 
 
Unfortunately, there has been a bit of 
confusion and concern over our 
decision to move toward internet/email 
based method of communication to our 
members.  Rest assured that we will 
never put member’s personal 
information on the internet.  Also, for 
those who request it or we know about, 
we will use conventional mail to send 
out cruise information, etc.  Please, a 
little patience and understanding is in 
order while we work these things out – 
however, we need to know your 
concerns so please contact any board 
member.  My email is 
peteporter@wavecable.com .  

 If that does not work, try 
peterb.porter@gmail.com . 
 
For you racers, get ready for a new 
fangled start sequence this year.  This is 
brought to us by the West Sound 
Sailing Association who is following 
the US Sailing rules.  It would behoove 
any racers to study the new race 
instructions closely and talk to the race 
committee before race if there are any 
questions about this.   
 
Lastly, we are working on having this 
year’s Christmas dinner at the POYC 
club house – more on this later. 
 
 
 
 
Pete Porter 
Commodore 
 
Check out Pete’s Texas tripand Yurt 
trip on Page 5 
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Welcome Back!! It’s been two months 
and about 40 miles under my keel since 
I’ ve put anything in this space.  A lot 
has been going on.  Larry Glynn and I 
spent a day at the Seattle boat show.  
Lots of big shiny boats and neat gear, 
but I kept my wallet in check. I have 
also managed to perform my pre-season 
boat cleaning ritual (washing the decks, 
oiling what teak I have, re-stowing all 
gear etc), and made it to the Presidents 
Day Cruise. 
 
 Paul Prachyl hosted the first event of 
the season, a “GREAT” Presidents Day 
Cruise, with lots of good food, drink 
and fun.  Five boats had a great day of 
sailing on 17 Feb but paid for it on the 
rainy, windy, choppy return home on 19 
Feb.  Personally my thoughts are let the 
cruising season begin.  I’m ready to 
spend the longer days and evenings on 
the water. On that note I will be hosting 
the Labor Day Cruise 1 – 3 Sep, we will 
be going to Bell Harbor.  This is an 
outstanding marina in downtown Seattle 
with lots to do.  I have 10 slips reserved 
for the event and reservations must be 
made by 18 August.  Slips may go fast, 
if you plan to attend it is not too early to 
call and reserve your slip at (206) 615-
3952. More info will be posted on the 
web sites events page soon. 
 
For those racers in the audience the 
marine event permits are in hand and we 
are almost ready to go with the new 
flags for the new start sequence (See 
info below) 

 
We still have a few events that need 
hosts\committee’s (See info below).  Did I 
mention that the Club pays for the 
host\committee’s dinner at the Christmas 
party. 
 
On the communications note...  We do 
have a real need to be able to communicate 
efficiently with the members we serve, and 
the members need to be able to 
communicate with us.  Privacy and 
protection of our members personal 
information will remain a focal point in all 
we do in this endeavor, and no members 
information will be put in jeopardy.  The 
board is looking at a few options and will 
be sending out a survey of sorts in the near 
future regarding how you would like to be 
notified of events 

1. WebSite visit (we update the site 
within a week of our board 
meetings) 

2. E-mailed links (click on the link to 
view the flyer\updated content) 

3. Snail Mail 
 
I am a proponent of option 1 or 2 as it tends 
to be much faster than 3.  But.. that will be 
up to you. 
 
As and aside our Commodore has been out 
roaming and has submitted several stories 
and photo’s. sit back and enjoy. 
 
Pete and I are both originally from the 
Great State of Texas (our opinions differ).  
My Texas stories will show up after my 
trip Memorial Day. 
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Thanks to all who have stepped forward to host cruises.  We now only 
have one cruise (more of an event) that needs a host.  Sailstce is 23 – 24 
June and is still open.  Solstace is the longest day (most sunlight) of the 
year, and since Sailstace (this year) takes place during on the weekend 
after Solstace it is the longest weekend (most sunlight) of the year.  This 
is a great summer activity, and a great opportunity to introduce a friend to 
sailing. If you are willing to host Sailstace please see the info below. 
 
As a side note there is nothing that says you can’ t host your own 
impromptu event.  If you are out and about and want some company let 
one of the board members know and we will do what we can to get the 
word out and get you some company. 
 
Hosting a Cruise is fairly easy: 
 

1. Find a place that you want to sail to 
2. Call the marina to see if they have space for the club (normally 5 

– 7 boats) 
3. Reserve the space (the Club will reimburse expenses for reserving 

space) 
4. Decide what will be done for meals (Pot Luck, favorite restaurant, 

or on your own) 
5. Think of any activities you want to do while at the location it is 

all your  choice: 
 

a. Hiking 
b. Concert 
c. Night Club 
d. Walking around etc 
 

6. Notify Greg of the plans 
7. Create a flyer (a word document works well) 
8. Greg will post a copy of the flyer on the website  
9. The club will provide you with stamps and mailing labels to send 

to members who do not wish to or cannot view electronic 
documents. 

 
If you are interested in hosting one of these cruises please let one of the 
board member know. 
 
Hosting does not require you to have a large boat, it does not even 
require your boat to be there.  We have had hosts who have driven to the 
cruise for one reason or another. 
 

Cruise Director  needed.   
Our cruise director Diana Williams is 
going to take a break, she has been 
our cruise director for as long as I can 
remember.  Infact Diana has been a 
focal point in the club for as long as I 
can remember, one of our unsung 
heroes.  If anyone needed any 
information Diana was there. If 
anyone needed assistance in setting 
up an event Diana was there, if an 
event was in danger Diana was there.  
She routinely went over and above 
the call of duty for our club, and she 
has my thanks for that.   
 
With that said we are in need of 
someone to be our cruise director.  
Someone to help with the 
coordination of events associated 
with our cruises. 
 

1. Assisting in finding sponsors 
for Cruises 

2. Assisting in disseminating 
information to Club Members 
about Cruises  

3. Assisting Hosts with setting 
up cruises  

 
Diana is a hard act to follow… But if 
you feel like volunteering please 
contact any board member OR join us 
at our next board meeting 6:00 PM, 
April 4 at Rob Heay’s Port Orchard 
Yacht Sales. 
 



 
 
�
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We will be following WSSA’s lead, and initiating a new start sequence. 
The board approved the purchase of the flags at the last board meeting.  
The flags have arrived and I am working on how to display them.    
Currently they will be raised and lowered on staffs that are placed in 
winches (similar to the way it has been done in the past).  I am open to 
almost any idea to make it convenient for the committee. Here is a link 
to the new start sequence: 
http://www.wscyc.net/Other%20Documents/StartSeq.pdf 
 
In short for a race with one start: 
5 Minute warning Pennant 3 is raised 
4 Minute warning Pennant 3 and the P Flag are raised 
1 Minute warning Pennant 3  remains raised and the P Flag is lowered 
0 Minute “START”  Pennant 3 is lowered and Pennant 2 is raised. 
 
For a race with multiple starts the same sequence applies just that the 
appropriate division pennants are used for each succeeding division.  
 
 

1 Start or Division 3 Start 

5 Minute Warning  

4 Minute Warning  

4 Minute Warning  

1 Minute Warning  

Start    
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We currently have three races\series that need a committee: 
 
1. June Six Pack (Thursdays) June 7, 14, 21, 28 
2. September Six Pack (Fridays) September 7, 14, 21, 28 
3. Fowl Weather Regatta November 17 
 
Race committee is a lot less work and is much easier than most people think:  
 

1. Pick up the Buoy\Flags\placards and Laptop from Rob’s office 
2. Get up a bit early and set the start buoy at the breakwater 
3. Select the course to be run 
4. Collect money and registration forms 
5. Start the Race 
6. Enter Boat Name\Skipper\PHRF (all on the registration form) and the start 

time (in the provided excel spread sheet)  
7. Honk the horn and record the finish time as the boat crosses the mark 
8. Fill in finish times in the spreadsheet 
9. Send Spreadsheet to the Vice Commodore for posting on the website. 
 

 

New Bremer ton Mar ina 
 
I received a letter from the 
Port of Bremerton about 
the new Bremerton 
Marina and here is the gist 
of it.   
 
Sounds like work will start 
(and the existing marina 
close) in July and will 
complete in early 2008.  
Looks like it will be nice.  
They will start taking 
deposites for moorage this 
fall.  People on the interest 
list will be among the first 
to be notified of this and 
of how to obtain moorage.   
 
To get on this list, email 
Kathy Garcia at 
kathyg@portofbremerton.
org.  
 
Pete 
 



 
 Pete’s visit to the land of his Bir th 

 
Texas is truly a strange place.  I grew up here, but now having been away and seen the rest of the “world,”  this 
place strikes me as being VERY different.  Not all bad or all good, just different.  I will try and not be too 
verbose here but here goes.  Huge churches everywhere with even larger parking lots next to them.  the streets 
in town are extra wide, even in the older sections.  out in the country the roads would be narrow and winding 
yet have a speed limit of 65mph.  If there is any shoulder at all on the narrow winding road then the limit is 
70mph. (yes english measurement system here.)  LOTS of dead animals on the side of the road and LOTS of 
turkey buzzards to eat them up.  Pretty limestone and rivers and oak trees.  for the time we have been here it 
has been consistantly colder than back home.  the dairy queen (there is one in every town) had old ladies 
working in it instead of sixteen yearr olds and the service was much better.  Most guys drive big pickup trucks 
and wear real cowboy hats.  they all talk funny.  My sister and I were in a liquor store when some real live 
Texans came in – they looked like they were straight out of the movies.   What we overheard: “Whad yew call 
mee?”  “Deeik heyed  -  you deeik heyed.”   Texas humor.  Speaking of liquor stores, they are quite the rarity in 
some areas. Some towns and countys are dry.  It can be hard to find an open store on Sundays.  the mexican 
food is so so but the BBQ is the best you will get anywhere.   Texas!  I am sort of glad I managed to escape 
that place.   Pete 
 

Winter  Colorado yur t tr ip:  It was snowing when we left Albuquerque as it had been all night.  The drive up to 
Chama, NM was very scenic.  Northern NM is very beautiful.  Had a green chili with cheese Lot-a-burger (this is 
must have fast food if you ever find yourself in NM).  Chama has a population of about  50 and they seemed to all 
be at the one nice restaurant in town.  Of course it was VD day.  Turned out to be a great dining experience – a 
great selection of beer for a small town place.  The next morning the owner of our motel, Ray, took us in his big 
red Ford truck, complete with a cowboy to tell us stories, to the trail head and we were off to the first yurt.  Only 
2.5 miles, no problem, right?  It was the toughest 2.5 miles I have ever done – due to having to slog through nearly 
two feet of fresh snow at an elevation of nearly 11000 feet. Four hours later we were there.   
 
Once at the yurt, the routine goes:  start the wood stove, and gather snow to melt for water.  Turns out snow is 
stubbornly difficult to melt.  Then we watch the indoor/outdoor thermometer in the yurt go from reading 20/20 to 
80/10 as the evening progresses.  Nice and toasty inside the yurt.  Which it turns out is a lot like an island.  Due to 
the depth of the snow – you cannot go anywhere without your “boats”  – snowshoes or skiis. 
 
We skiied about 6 miles the next day to the second night’s yurt and it only took 7 hours.   We are doing better!!  
Both yurts were in beautiful locations and were very well equipped.  Lots of firewood, dishes, beds and pillows, 
lanterns, extra food, games, and even a nice toilet seat hanging behind the wood stove to keep it warm.   A very 
fun winter camping experience.  
  


