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Helloto al —thistimel am
writing from sunny San Diego. You
may think your commodore is never
home. That isamost true, but this
should be my last trip for awhile. I've
broke my company’s travel budget.

My short commentary this
month is about cruising and the people
who doit. It isamost amazing thing
how the cruisers all come together to
socialize, go on trips and activities
together and generally help each other
out. | witnessed thison our trip to
Mexico to visit the Reeds on Andante.
| would hear things like we sociaize
much more when out cruising and the
hardest thing isto leave the great new
friends you make. | would tell you that
if you are contemplating taking off, to
go for it just dueto this alone.

On the other hand, if
you’ re not the cruising type, then join
uson aWSCY C cruise and check out
how much fun we have! Hopeto see
lots of folks at the Memorial Day
Cruise!

Elsewhere in this newsletter you
will find aletter | wrote about our trip
to Mexico with the Reeds and a story
written by Doug Doty about cruisers
getting together to help out in La Paz.

Pete

Thisis my third WestSounder and so
here we are again. The year hashad a
great start both cruising and racing.
Since our last publication we have had
a St Patty’sday Cruise hosted by
Sandi Fleming in the Port Orchard
Marina, | wasin and out due to other
commitments but did show up for
dinner and drinks and some great
times. We have three races under our
belts with the new start sequence and |
think most of the bugs worked out.
There was keen competition for the
Single Hand Race, Inconsistant wind
for the Ramble as well as the around
Bainbridge Island Race. The Ramble
too the full 10 hours and we had afew
boats that could not finish due to the
wind. Thewindin Sinclair inlet was
great on May 12 but it died for the
racers as soon as they gton int the
Puget Sound (so I’ ve been told). Take
alook at the Race Results on page 3

The Memorial Day Cruiseis our next
Cruise which is going to be hosted by
Dave and Kathy Reed.

Juneis upon us and we do have an
urgent need to find a Race Committee
for the June Six Pack. If you are
willing to Committee any portion of
the June Six Pack please let me know.
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We aso have Sailstace June 23- 24.
We don’t have a sponsor for this
event, but the event will go on un-
sponsored. The ldea | have pushed
around with the board and others
(with positive feedback)more info
will follow in LATE May or Early
June. The factsthat are known and
firm are:

1. It'sgonnabe FUN

2. It'sgonnainclude people
with little or no exposure
to sailing.

3. It'sgonnabe on the water
and at the Bremerton
Marina

Keep an eye out details should start
to solidify by the end of May.

If you participate in our event or not
please register at :

http://www.summersail stice.com

By registering you may win aprize. |
think Barry Williams won a jacket a
couple of yearsago. Last year | won
a48 North silver anniversary hat...

If you see any event on our calendar
that you would like to know more
about, be involved with or sponsor
please contact me.

If thereis anything you would like to
seein the newsletter or not see let me
know that as well (notice fewer
pictures thisissue).

Asand aside Pete and | are both
originally from the Great State of
Texas (our opinions differ). My
Texas stories will show up after my
trip Memorial Day. | had to make a
choice cruise with the Reeds or shoot
skeet with my cousins. Both are great
times and should not be missed. I'll
give you a skeet story if someone will

fill usin on the Memorial Day Cruise.

Enjoy

Greg

Wow. It®May aready. The official
start of THE boating season. We are so
lucky here in the North West that we
are able to boat year-round. | hope
everyone has already been enjoying
their boat and the great sailing the
winter and spring winds can bring. |
have to admit | have really missed the
Espar heater we had on Gusto and can®
wait until we get the Webasto in New
Sensation.

WSCY C welcomes 4 new members.
Joy and Cliff Brown and Destiny, a 34©
Hunter. Joy and Cliff sail out of the
John Wayne Marinain Sequim. Eva
and Wendell Crimm who sail Au Vent,
a 38@eneteau out of Brownsville.
Beverly and David Deshler sail
Doxology, a 36©Freedom out of Port
Orchard Marina. Karen and Gary
Parson, distant cruisers, sail Maya, a 390
Hallberg Rassy.

| am looking for avolunteer to @aptain©
arranging t-shirts, sweatshirts and hats
with the Club burgee. | have all the
information and the vendor and

just need the order taker and money
collector. Assecretary | see many

other clubs' burgees and ours by far is
the cool est.

Have afun spring. Safe sailing.

Cathy
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CruiseDirector needed.

Our cruise director Diana Williamsis
going to take a break, she has been
our cruise director for aslong as| can
remember. In-fact Diana has been a
focal point in the club for aslong as |
can remember, one of our unsung
heroes. If anyone needed any
information Diana was there. If
anyone needed assistance in setting
up an event Dianawas there, if an
event was in danger Diana was there.
She routinely went over and above
the call of duty for our club, and she
has my thanks for that.

With that said we are in need of
someone to be our cruise director.
Someone to help with the
coordination of events associated
with our cruises.

1. Assisting in finding sponsors
for Cruises

2. Assisting in disseminating
information to Club Members
about Cruises

3. Assisting Hosts with setting
up cruises

Dianaisahard act to follow... But if
you feel like volunteering please
contact any board member OR join us
at our next board meeting at Rob
Heay’ s Port Orchard Y acht Sales.
Contact any board member for more
information.

We currently have three races\series that need a committee:

1. June Six Pack (Thursdays) June 7, 14, 21, 28 URGENT
2. September Six Pack (Fridays) September 7, 14, 21, 28
3. Fowl Weather Regatta November 17

Race committeeisalot lesswork and is much easier than most people

think:

1. Pick up the Buoy\Flags\placards and Laptop from Rob’s office

2. Get up abit early and set the start buoy at the breakwater

3. Select the courseto be run

4. Collect money and registration forms

5. Start the Race

6. Enter Boat Name\Skipper\PHRF (all on the registration form) and
the start time (in the provided excel spread sheet)

7. Honk the horn and record the finish time as the boat crosses the
mark

8. Fill infinish timesin the spreadsheet

9. Send Spreadsheet to the Vice Commodore for posting on the
website.

Single Hand Race

Skipper Boat

1. Davis Swan

2. Sweet Spot Martin

3 Yankee Snow

Rich Passage Ramble

Div |

1.Gardener-Brown Dulcinea

2.Martin Sweet Spot

3. Hennessey Tantrum |1

Div 1

1. Barrett Emerald Lady

2.Davis Swan

3.Hovland Aldebaran



New Bremerton Marina

| received aletter from the
Port of Bremerton about
the new Bremerton
Marinaand hereisthe gist
of it.

Sounds like work will start
(and the existing marina
close) in July and will
completein early 2008.
Looks likeit will be nice.
They will start taking
deposits for moorage this
fall. People on the interest
list will be among the first
to be notified of this and
of how to obtain moorage.

To get on thislist, email
Kathy Garcia at
kathyg@portofbremerton.

org.
Pete

Daraand | first met Brian off of the sailing vessel "Shelly B" in La Paz on
March 20" 2007. It was ameeting 1@ sure we will never forget. We had just
sailed in from Isla Espiritu Santo and were excited to bein the city of La Paz after
spending the last 14 days at anchorages on the Bgacoast. LaPaz was full of
people and excitement, as well as lots and lots of cruising boats. We hadn®even
made it through half the anchorage before we ran into old friends and were quickly
meeting new ones. It was great to bein La Paz.

After tying up in Marina de La Paz we were invited over Dan and Sonia®
later that evening. It was aboard Dan® Cheoy Lee Off Shore Forty were we first met
Brian. When | asked Brian what his cruising plans were he said that he didn®know
for sure and that he was just glad to bein LaPaz. Brian single handed his Pearson
Triton 28 ft. boat from Port Townsend this season and had been anchored out in
front of Marinade La Paz for the last few weeks. Hetold me that he wanted to sail
to La Paz because he had come to visit some friends who had sailed down from Port
Townsend the year before and he felt lots of good energy. Brian then excused
himself from the dinner party and said that he was going to go watch some music at
the restaurant next door. He had recently taken up playing the guitar and was off to
watch some live music.

It wasn®but about fifteen minutes that he had been gone when Dara said to
me "l think there is aboat on fire out in the anchorage”, by the time | turned my

head to look, the top of the boat was engulfed in flames. It was Brian®boat the

Shelly B. Just outside the marinain clear view, we felt helpless as the fire was aready so big the Shelly B appeared to
be atotal loss. We quickly got on the radio and alerted the Mexican Navy and sent someone to get Brian. Within three
minutes the fire had burned through every thing holding the mast and down it went. Other boats in the anchorage were
quickly moving away and it was at that time Brian came running down the docks shouting, "is that Shelly please tell me
that®not Shelly”. He stopped right next to me and asked meto tell him that it wasn®Shelly. | couldn®tell him what
he so desperately wanted to hear. In a panic, he and another friend started out towards the Shelly B but it wastoo late,
the fire was so hot they couldn®get near her. There was no one aboard, but it was obvious that Brian was about to
loose everything to the fire. The Mexican navy arrived on scene and with buckets of water were able to keep the bow of
the boat from burning off which was key to keeping her at anchor. The fire started just after sundown and was still
burning at three the next morning. By sunup there was no trace of the Shelly B, what didn®go up in flames was now at
the bottom of the bay. It was very strange to look out and see absolutely no evidence of what we had all watched in
horror through most of the night.

In the morning the news of the fire spread all through the community and the call for help went out for Brian.
What happened next was an absolute brilliant display of humanity. To start with, to help get over the shock of hisloss
Brian spent the day after the fire helping build a home for some less fortunate peoplein LaPaz. While he was gone,
severa cruisers got together and purchased an old neglected 28 ft Pearson Triton which had been sitting at anchor for
several yearsdown herein LaPaz. Fifteen people spent almost five hours cleaning her up and making alot of progress
towards getting her ready for sea. Latter that night when Brain returned from working on the house for humanity, he
was lead down the dock to right in front of his new boat. It was an amazing display of humanity. Inlessthan 24 hours
from the start of the fire, Brian was now standing in front of his second Pearson Triton. The call for help went out, and
people from all over came forward to help. Everyone dug into the cruising funds, volunteered there time, local business
contributed, as well aslong time La Paz residents. Dara and | were very glad to be there and share in what Brian had
first described when we met him, as hisreason to sail to La Paz, "good energy”.



Mexico Trip with the Reeds — March 2007

Well what afabuloustrip — 1 do not know where to begin — and it will be tough to keep thisshort. Amy and |
flew into PV (Puerto Vallarta), ran the gauntlet of very insistent (to the point of being rude) people trying to sell
you something (like atour or taxi ride), hopped a bus to the marinaand found the Reed’ s boat. Right away we
left to go to an anchorage on the south side of Bandaras Bay called La Cruz. Went to the gringo bar where
Phylo and his great band played and we danced. Great fun.

The next day we took the bus to Bucerias and visited some Canadian friends of the Reeds and had lunch. Then
we had a great sail back to the PV marina. We spent the next few days touring PV, PlayaMismalolla, eating
great food — generally having agreat timein PV.

| can tell thisis going to be too long — so here are just HIGHLIGHTS:

Buses —we went everywhere on them. They are cheap and come by about every 5 minutes. No suspension,
hard seats and roads made of cobble stones make for ajarring ride so that it feels really good when you get off.
Each driver has beautifully decorated his bus on theinside. They can give you change and simultaneously
drive the curvy mountain roads or busy city streets all without batting an eye - an adventure unto itself.
IslaMarietas— We left PV and anchored at a most beautiful island out in the ocean on the edge of Bandaras
Bay. Super nice beaches, cavesto explore both on foot and by kayak, tons of birds and fish and great
snorkeling. Another nature show place.

Wildlife — close-up views of breaching humpbacks, a 12 foot manta ray right next to the boat, large sea turtles,
school of about 30 small rays swimming under the boat while at anchor, schools of hundreds of fish feeding on
the surface, fish and coral seen snorkeling, frigit birds, blue footed boobies, pelicans, ospreys, al sorts of
herons and cranes, crocodiles, hundreds of pelicans and frigit birds circling around the fishing pangas, and on
and on.

Food - great inexpensive seafood, restraints that gave away free tequila, fresh squeezed OJ for breakfast and
lime juice for margaritas on the Reeds boat, great dinners made for us by the Reeds.

San Blas— a very fun and authentic Mexican town

The Mexican People — super friendly and fun to interact with. We gave kids raisins and you would think we
had given them gold. We were always treated like kings.

Other cruisers —they aways pull together, chat on the radio in the mornings, go on trips together and become
great friends. | wastold that the worst part of cruising is having to leave the great friend you made.

The history man —who put on a very entertaining 30 minute show for us and all he wanted wasto sell usa$5
booklet that he wrote. He even autographed it.

The paddling man —would paddle his rowboat backward across the estuary in san blas with up to 3 dogs and a
horse swimming alongside. Crazy!

Big sis— after taking a pic of her little brother, she insisted | get her pic — she was incredibly cute.

Amy —who had a great time and was especialy fun to be around.

The Reeds — awesome hosts — Thanks



